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“MOSQUITOES AND CAMELS”








MOZAMBIQUE:


I am going to Mozambique from 25th July to 7th August to introduce a Theological Education by Extension – TEE program in Sena, in the north of Mozambique. This course is offered by the Seminário Concórdia of Brazil. There is a new Lutheran Church growing in Sena, led by Pastor Joseph Alfazema and sponsored by two congregations of the Lutheran Church Canada. Eight candidates are enrolled in the program. More details in the next Mission News Letter.








Mosquitoes and Camels


Once I got a nice tie with the Lord’s Prayers written on it. I was wearing it at an International Meeting a few years ago. One of the items of the Agenda was: Same Sex Union. One lady, Doctor in Theology, was defending this issue as well as the Ordination of Homosexual Pastors. During the break, she approached me and said: “I don’t like your tie! This is commercializing the Word of God!”  


That criticism reminds me of the words of Jesus in Matthew 23:23-24: “Woe to you, hypocrites! You have neglected the more important matters of the law – justice, mercy and faithfulness. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel.”


When I see some people riding camels in Nairobi, I realize how huge a camel is! What did Jesus bear in His mind when He said this warning? 


My tie is like a mosquito; it is a small issue. But it has biblical support. Deuteronomy 6:4-9 says: “Hear, o Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God…These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. Tie them as symbols on your hands (…and around your necks…) and bind them on your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your house and on your gates”… (and on your ties, we can add).


But same-gender union is like a camel, a huge offence against God’s Law. But some Christian Churches are supporting it! And some are “swallowing” it, accepting and tolerating same-sex union and the Ordination of homosexual pastors.


Thanks God that Lutheran Churches in Africa are reacting hard against the decision of their mother/sister churches in Europe and in America. The ELCT wrote: “The Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT) has reiterated her opposition to same-sex marriage and stated that those who are in such unions are not welcome to work in the ELCT because such practice is incompatible with Biblical teaching… Those in same sex marriages, and those who support the legitimacy of such marriage, shall not be invited to work in the ELCT. We further reject their influence in any form, as well as their money and their support." – The International Lutheran Council (ILC) wrote in its Statement about Same-Gender Relationships and the Church (Seoul, August 2009): “Rooted in the Bible’s witness and in keeping with Christian teaching through 2000 years, we continue to believe that the practice of homosexuality—in any and all situations—violates the will of the Creator God and must be recognized as sin.”


Let us be faithful to the Bible and to the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Don’t swallow the camel!!!





Rev. Carlos Walter & Lídia Winterle














A new Blog is ready: Just click on � HYPERLINK "http://pastorwinterle.blogspot.com/" ��http://pastorwinterle.blogspot.com/�  You can read about our Several Activities during the months of June/July: New Maasai Congregation in Kibiko; New Elders at UHLC; Visits + Visitors and Guest Preachers; World Cup; TEE in Mozambique; Mrs. Inger Malo – IN MEMORIAM. Share your comments with us writing directly to our email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br" ��cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br� 








CAPE TOWN, South Africa: St. Thomas Congregation of Cape Town, a member of the FELSISA – Free Evangelical Lutheran Church of South Africa, a partner church to LCMS and to the Evangelical Lutheran church of Brazil – IELB, sent me a call to serve them as pastor. We accepted the call and we thank God for this new challenge. Our term in Nairobi finishes at the end of this year and we are planning to move to Cape Town at the beginning of next year. We will give more details about it in the next Mission Newsletter.

















You can help our mission. Pray for us and help us to reach our financial goal.  Send your donation to the following addresses:





LCMS World Mission


1333 S. Kirkwood Rd.


St. Louis, MO  63122


(Designate: Winterle – Kenya 50291)  





OR:





LCMS World Mission – Mission Central


C/O Gary Thies


40718 Hwy. E16


Mapleton, IA  51034


(Designate: Winterle – Kenya 50291)  





Or go to:  � HYPERLINK "http://www.lcms.org?13862" ��www.lcms.org?13862�  and click “Give Now”





Mailing address: (Please, don’t send checks to this address; just cards or letters):


Carlos Walter & Lídia Winterle


PO Box 22


Karen  00502, Kenya





E-mail address:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br" ��cwwinterle@yahoo.com.br�


BLOG: � HYPERLINK "http://pastorwinterle.blogspot.com" ��http://pastorwinterle.blogspot.com�   











PRAY FOR US: 


- PRAISE the LORD for the call we received from St. Thomas Congregation, Cape Town, South Africa. We are glad to serve the Lord in Africa!


- PRAISE the LORD that Lídia and I will spend some days in Germany with our son Léo and our daughter-in-law Carol; and also with Lídia’s brother Luis Gustavo and his wife Olivia. We will celebrate our birthdays with them: Lidia’s birthday on 15th July and mine on 20th July (I will turn 60).


- PRAY for the eight new TEE students of Mozambique and for their Pastor Joseph Alfazema. (See their pictures in the BLOG).


- PRAY for protection, good health and blessings as I’m traveling to Mozambique. This is a malaria region.


- PRAY for our work in Kenya and for good health to accomplish our tasks.


- PRAY for our future and for God’s plan for us in Cape Town.


- PRAY for the coming Open Meeting of Heart to Heart Orphan Children Center – HHOCC, on 14th August. Reports and challenges will be presented.


- PRAY for so many members of UHLC and friends who are traveling in the next weeks/months. May they reach their goals and come back in safety to join us in worship and work.


PRAY for the LCMS events in July: LCMS Convention, Houston TX (July 10-17). Our Bishop Obare will be there. -  National Youth Gathering, New Orleans, LA (July 17-21);. -  International Lutheran Laymen’s League Convention, Omaha, NEB (July 22-25). Our Lutheran Hour (NURU) Director, Mr. John Maina, will be there..


- THANK YOU ALL! GOD BLESS ALL OF YOU!


   Carlos Walter & Lídia Winterle








Carlos Walter & Lídia Winterle
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Praying to the Lord of the Harvest, LCMS World Mission with its North America and worldwide partners will share the Good News of Jesus with 100 million unreached or uncommitted people by the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017.





                        “Our competence comes from God.”  – 2 Corinthians 3:5 
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DEAR SUPPORTERS:  


We finished another fiscal year at the end of June. I do not have the exact figures of our budget till now, but I think we have reached the goal. Thank you for all the support, prayers and love. We will need a special effort to raise the funds for these six remaining months in Nairobi. If you haven’t sent your donation for the Mission in Kenya this year, please, do it now. 














